
It’s Monte Carlo time again! Don’t miss 
the fun! Tickets are now available for 
FOSSI’s annual fund raising spectacular 
and are still only $60 per person when 
purchased in advance ($75 at the door). 
The excitement begins at 7:30 p.m. on 
Friday, May 3, 2019, at the Sandel Center, 
50 S. Park Ave. Rockville Centre.

Guests will find the Sandel Center 
transformed into a glittering casino. 
Professional dealers, lots of “betting” 
action, big prizes and music will 
accompany a light dinner, open bar, and 
spectacular dessert buffet. This year 
attendees need not worry about parking 
– Mark Baron, owner of Parking Systems, 
Inc.  is donating his valet parking services, 
and join many other local businesses 
whose generous sponsorships ensure the 
night’s success.

The night will pay tribute to the 2019 

honoree, Village of Rockville Centre 
Trustee Emilio Grillo. Trustee Grillo was 
elected to his second term in June 2017. He 
has served Rockville Centre as a Deputy 
Village Attorney and Village Prosecutor 
since 2004, and is actively involved 
in Village fundraising.  In addition to 
various community organizations, Grillo 
has served as a coach in the Rockville 
Centre Little League and Rockville Centre 
Soccer Club.  Trustee Grillo is an avid 
supporter of the Sandel Senior Center and 
its mission to maximize independence, life 
satisfaction and vital aging.

FOSSI, Friends of Senior Services, 
Inc., is a not-for-profit organization that 
supports the RVC Department of Senior 
Services. Many of the wonderful programs, 
activities and upgrades at the Sandel 
Center are made possible with monies 
raised each year.

For tickets to the Monte Carlo Night, 
send checks, made payable to FOSSI, 
to Friends of Senior Services, Inc., 50 
South Park Avenue, Rockville Centre, NY 
11570, Attn: Monte Carlo Night. For more 
information about the evening, or to pay by 
credit card, call (516) 678-9245.
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Monte Carlo Night to Take Over Sandel Senior Center 
May 3, 2019!
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April 1 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

•
April 3 At 7:30 P.M.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
•

April 17 At 7:30 P.M.
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

•
April 23 At 7 P.M.
PLANNING BOARD

•
May 1 At 7:30 P.M.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
•

May 6 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

•
MAY 21 At 7 P.M.
PLANNING BOARD

•
May 22 At 7:30 P.M.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
•

Monday, May 27
VILLAGE OFFICES CLOSED

MEMORIAL DAY 
Events are at Village Hall unless

otherwise indicated.

Dates &
 

Events

www.rvcny.gov

2019 Monte Carlo Honoree
 Trustee Emilio Grillo

Find us on facebook

Holiday Sanitation Schedule
Memorial Day Week

Monday, May 27, 2019

No trash collection

Normal Monday/Thursday trash collection

will be on Tuesday and Thursday

Normal Tuesday/Friday trash collection

will be on Wednesday and Friday
Wednesday, May 29, 2019

No bulk items or paper pickup

During holiday weeks, paper products may

be deposited Monday through Friday at DPW

headquarters 10 Sunrise Hwy

Village Hall Hours
Cashier & Registrar 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Court Counter 8:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.
Electric/Water Billing 8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Tax Department 8:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday and Sunday

At the February Board of Trustees 
meeting, Rockville Centre Fire Department 
Chief Brian Cook, 2nd Assistant Chief James 
Avondet, and Firefighters Daniel Navarino 
and Johnny Cook were honored for saving the 
life of someone who went into cardiac arrest 
on September 23rd. 

Fire Department members arrived at the 
scene and sprang into action.  Chief Cook 
began compressions while the patient was 
being loaded into an ambulance.  Once 
loaded into the ambulance, Fire Fighter 
Navarino took over compressions and 
Assistant Chief Avondet started rescue 
breathing. On the way to the hospital, Fire 
Fighter Cook, Chief Cook’s son, started the 
rescue breathing while the Northwell medic 
performed advanced life support on the 
patient. Upon arriving at the hospital, Fire 
Fighter Cook took over compressions as Fire 
Fighter Navarino began rescue breathing 

until the man was admitted. This marks the 
10th save for Chief Brian Cook.

“The Rockville Centre Fire Department 
has over 100-years of tradition and service 
with an unwavering commitment to all who 
live in and around our Village,” commented 
Mayor Francis X. Murray.  “Our highly-

trained firefighters in our community 
sacrifice their time and risk their safety to 
keep our loved ones safe.  It is my honor to 
recognize these four volunteer members of 
the Rockville Centre Fire Department for 
their actions in saving a man’s life.”

Quick Action by the RVCFD Saves a Life



Around Our Community
Over 300 people came out to take part in 

the Village’s sixth annual “Margaritaville,” 
fundraiser to raise over $20,000.  The sixth 
annual fundraiser raises money for the 
Rockville Centre Community Fund that 
aids Village residents who are faced with 
emergency financial needs. Partygoers were 
decked out in tropical colors and styles for 
the Margaritaville theme while listening to 
the sounds of Jimmy Buffet.

“Margaritaville has proved itself to be 

a night filled with fun, laughter, and civic-
minded residents who support the Rockville 
Centre Community Fund,” commented 
Mayor Francis X. Murray. “I would like to 
thank the committee whose tireless efforts 
ensured the sixth annual fundraiser was 
a success, as well as our honorees, the 
Rockville Centre Fire Department. These 
volunteers exemplify all that is good about 
this great community.”

RVC Residents Celebrate “Margaritaville”

Farmers Market Reopens
The Farmers Market will resume on 

Sunday, June 2, 2019 and continue every 
Sunday until November 24, 2019 from 7 
a.m. to noon in Municipal Parking Field 12, 
along the north side of Sunrise Highway, 
between Long Beach Road and North 
Forest Avenue.

Village Election Coming
The Incorporated Village of Rockville 

Centre will hold the Village election on 
Tuesday, June 18, 2019. The following 
offices with the following terms will be 
contested for: one Mayor, for a term of 
four years, two Trustees, each for a term 
of four years, and one Village Justice, for 
a term of four years.  

All voting in the June 18, 2019 
Village election will be conducted at the 
John A. Anderson Recreation Center on 
North Oceanside Road from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Eligible persons wishing to vote, 
must be registered with the Nassau 
County Board of Elections at least ten 
days prior to the election.

Antiques Appraisal Day
Do you have antiques, collectibles, 

cherished family pieces and want to know 
their worth? Go to the Phillips House, 
Museum of the Village of Rockville Centre, 
located at 28 Hempstead Avenue on Sunday, 
May 5th from 1 to 4 p.m. Phillip Weiss from 
the Antiques Road Show will volunteer his 
services to conduct appraisals at the annual 
fundraiser, sponsored by Astoria Bank.

Appraisals are three for $25, which included 
a membership to the museum, or $10 each per 
item. For further information, call the Phillips 
House Museum at 516-764- 7459.

Celebrate Earth Day
Join Senator Todd Kaminsky, 

Assemblywoman Judy Griffin, the Mayors 
Youth Task Force, Raising Voices, and the 
RVC Conservancy for a cleanup. Volunteers 
will be cleaning up Smith Pond on April 13, 
2019 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. For further 
questions, please call (516) 766-8383.

RVC Conservancy’s 2nd Annual Tacking Trees Campaign
The Conservancy is kicking off its 2nd annual 

“Tackling Trees” campaign this month. While the 
program remains focused on removal and replacement of 
diseased Bradford Pear trees, all residents are encouraged 
to purchase new street trees.  Bradford Pears, once known 
for their beautiful white spring blossoms, have been 
impacted across Long Island by Trellis Rust, a blight of 
fungi causing deterioration in leaves and bark. It’s an 
airborne disease that spreads quickly in areas where 
many trees are within close-proximity.

The Conservancy has secured a discounted rate 
with Weeping Willow Tree Removal Service of $150+tax 
per removal of each curbside Bradford Pear Tree (this 
includes stump grinding but not mulch removal). If you 
are interested, please sign up on the Conservancy’s 
website at https://www.rvcconservancy.org/tacklingtrees 
and someone from Weeping Willow will contact you 
directly. Replacement (or new) street tree requests can 
also be submitted on the Conservancy website.

The Village’s Department of Public Works must approve 
placement of trees in the utility strip with respect to 
utilities and sight lines.

This year’s recommended trees are below.  
For planting areas on curb strips underneath wires:
• Japanese Lilac
• Thundercloud Plum

For planting areas with smaller curb strips:
• Kwanzan Cherry
• Yoshino Cherry
• Schubert Cherry
• Greenspire Linden

For areas with no wires and larger planting spaces:
• Zelkova
• Londonplane
• Parrotia
• Yellowwood

The cost of a new street tree is approximately $275 per 
tree, planted. The Conservancy can accept payment via 
PayPal or via check/cash. For additional information and 
to order your tree, please visit the RVC Conservancy 
website at https://www.rvcconservancy.org/tacklingtrees.

Officer Sean Freely Named 
“Cop of the Month”

Police Officer Sean Freely has been 
selected as the Rockville Centre Police 
Department “Cop of the Month.” Officer 
Freely’s dedicated performance of duty 
resulted in the arrest of a subject for burglary, 
grand larceny, and criminal mischief.

“Our highly-trained Police Officers 
serve our residents to ensure our safety 
and maintain our peaceful way of life,” 
commented Mayor Francis X. Murray.  “We 
commend Officer Freely for his dedicated 
service and professionalism that continues 
to keep our community a safe home to work, 
play, and raise a family.”



Whether to legalize recreational marijuana 
is one of the most hotly debated issues before 
the New York Legislature.  It is an issue 
where reasonable people can disagree, but 
most people’s positions seem to be influenced 
by their political affiliations or what they feel 
they’re “supposed” to believe.   Personally, I 
have served as the liaison to the RVC Police 
Department for the past seven years and began 
my career as a Nassau County prosecutor.  But 

at the same time, for the past 12 years, a portion 
of my practice has been devoted to representing 
people accused of crimes, including dozens of 
cases against teens and millennials charged 
with marijuana offenses. 

For those reasons, I suggest looking at this 
issue without political ideology and based only 
on the accepted facts.   From that perspective, 
the concept of legalizing marijuana for 
recreation is one of the worst ideas to come 
from Albany in a generation.

Proponents make three main arguments: 1) 
New York State will make more money by taxing 
marijuana sales, 2) minority communities will 
benefit by law enforcement making fewer drug 
arrests and 3) after legalization, marijuana stores 
should be concentrated in minority communities 
to create a local economic benefit. 

When this idea was raised years ago, our 
Governor and many high level NYS officials 
cautioned against it.  However, now that other 
states have legalized recreational pot and New 
York has “discovered” a $2 billion-dollar 
budget shortfall, official positions have changed.   

Consider for a moment how New York has chased 
away so many income producing residents and 
businesses, not just Amazon, that we are literally 
considering legalizing a mild narcotic to make 
up for lost revenue.   The increased costs on law 
enforcement, the potential decrease of worker 
productivity statewide, and the projected damage 
caused by increased numbers of people driving 
or otherwise affecting others while high never 
seems to make it into a proponent’s argument.

More disturbing, since the 1950’s, we have 
watched drugs damage or devastate minority 
families and communities across the entire 
country.   Proponents literally ask us to ignore 
our own eyes, memories and history to believe 
that this will be different.   The “War on Drugs” 
was widely ridiculed and then ultimately 
abandoned.   Almost immediately, our national 
opioid epidemic started.  We have been asked 
to believe there is no connection, and again, that 
this will be different.  Finally, proponents often 
argue that marijuana is less inherently addictive 
or the cause of destructive behavior than other 
drugs like heroin or crack cocaine. They’re right 

– and completely missing the point. 
We’ve seen what has happened in other 

states.  A few years ago, Colorado legalized 
recreational marijuana to great fanfare.  Soon 
after, uncomfortable truths began to emerge.   
By its own official numbers, Colorado has seen 
a significant increase in accidents, injuries and 
deaths caused by drivers under the influence 
of marijuana. We are seeing that in a state with 
a fraction of New York’s population and with a 
much lower population density.  

No one disputes that if legalized, more New 
Yorkers will use marijuana.  No one seriously 
disputes that as a result, the incidents of 
people driving while impaired by the use of 
marijuana will also increase.   New York already 
experiences untold numbers of car accidents, 
property damage, injuries and deaths caused by 
people driving under the influence of marijuana.  
The only unknown is how many more people 
will be injured or killed if we legalize marijuana 
for recreation statewide. 

Who should we expect to calculate the 
economic cost of that?

Village Hall Comments by Trustee Michael Sepe
Resist the Fad
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In honor of the 
anniversary of the passing 
of the Fair Housing Act, 
and in remembrance of 
the assassination of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. in 1968, April is set 
aside as National Fair 
Housing Month. Sponsored 
by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), 
the campaign includes 
efforts to end housing 
discrimination and raise 
awareness for fair housing 
rights in communities 
across the country.

“National Fair Housing 
Month recognizes the 

efforts to eliminate 
unfair barriers to housing 
opportunities,” commented 
Mayor Francis X. Murray. 
“Every person deserves a 
fair chance to secure safe 
and stable housing which 
helps to establish vibrant, 
diverse, and inclusive 
neighborhoods in all 
communities.”

If you believe you may 
be a victim of housing 
discrimination, because of 
race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, disability 
or familial status, contact 
HUD at 1-800-669-9777 
or log onto www. hud.gov.

RVC Celebrates National 
Fair Housing Month

The Village of Rockville Centre is proud to 
honor the history and contributions of African 
Americans in our Village and throughout the 
nation.  Members of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Center celebrated Black History 
Month throughout the month of February. 
To help kick-off the month-long observance, 
members of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Center put on a show that included readings, 
signing and dance.  The show made a stop at 
Village Hall at the February Board of Trustees 
meeting where Chris Thomas delivered a 
moving reading, singing by the very talented 

Amanda McLean, Arianna McLean and 
Antione McLean, as well as dancing by 
Kamani Carper and Kianah Calhoun. 

Open Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m., the MLK Community Center serves 
as a vibrant neighborhood-gathering place 
that strives to provide residents of Rockville 
Centre with the tools and knowledge to 
support their dreams.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center Celebrates Black History



Egg Hunt
Join the Easter Bunny as he hops down 

the bunny trail at the Recreation Center 

on Saturday, April 13th at 9:30 a.m.  After 

searching for colored eggs, you’ll be entertained 

by the mesmerizing magic of John Turdo.  

Make a springtime craft and take a photo with 

the Bunny.  Be one of the lucky ones to find a 

special “prize egg.”  All activities are FREE 

and pre-registration is not required.

Spring Recess Trips 
and Special Events 

Recess trips and special events are 

planned for April 18th - 26th. Register 

your child for the activity of your choice on 

rockvillecentre.recdesk.com.  A complete 

list of the events is posted on the village 

website or pick up a detailed flyer at the 

Rec. Center office.

The John A. Anderson Recreation Center

Spring Program 
Registration

   The spring program schedule begins 

on March 31st.  We offer a wide variety of 

activities including Training for Babysitters, 

Kids in the Kitchen, CrossFit Kids, Happy 

Piano, as well as instruction in Swimming, 

Chess, Tae Kwon Do, Guitar and Fencing. 

Classes for little ones include Happy Piano for 

Infants and Toddlers, Tumble-Time, Parent-

Toddler Workshop, and Kinder-Crafts.  Our 

gymnasts will begin practicing for the annual 

Gymnastics Show performances on May 

31st, June 1st, and 2nd.

Summer Playground 
and Summer Nursery 

Registration
Registration is underway for the 65th 

Annual Summer Playground Program 

for grades one through four and Summer 

Recreation Program for grades five through 

eight.  The program is conducted from July 

8th through August 15th from 9 a.m. to 12 

noon at the Recreation Center and Wilson 

Schools. Once again, you can opt for partial 

summer session, new trip destinations, 

and an early bird payment discount. Take 

advantage of the three-day mini-session 

July 1,2, and 3 of trips to local places of 

interest. During the program, afternoon trips 

to place of interest are available. We also 

offer a Summer Nursery Program (July 1st 

through August 15th) for children entering 

Kindergarten this fall and in 2020. Be sure 

to check out our summer sports schools 

in Baseball, Basketball, Gymnastics and 

Ultimate Sports Camp, as well as other 

weekly programs which meet throughout 

the summer.  

Nursery School for 
Fall 2019

The Recreation Department is currently 

taking registration deposits for the Fall 

Nursery School Program for children entering 

Kindergarten in September 2020 and 2021, 

plus the Time for Two’s Program, a separation 

class for two-year-olds with a curriculum 

designed to help children explore their 

own ideas at the same time they are gaining 

new skills. A warm, nurturing and positive 

school experience is offered in our bright, 

inviting classrooms, renovated playground 

and gymnasium! Call or visit the office for 

information or to visit our school.

DETAILED INFORMATION 
FOR ALL ACTIVITIES CAN BE 
FOUND AT THE RECREATION 
CENTER OFFICE OR ON THE 

VILLAGE WEBSITE AT
 WWW.RVCNY.GOV

CLICK ON THE RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT LINK.

Cardboard, product packaging, magazines, catalogs, and junk mail can all be 
recycled on Wednesdays. Please consolidate cardboard by flattening and tying.

Wednesday is Paper Day!

PLEASE NOTE
Paint Disposal- Only dried out latex paint cans are accepted. 

Please call 678-9288 with any further questions.
*DO NOT DISCARD USED MEDICAL NEEDLES IN HOUSEHOLD REFUSE

Summer Playground Family Fun Fest nok hockey challenge is always a hit.

Follow the Bunny down the trail to the Village of Rockville Centre’s annual Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 13th.

Computers / Computer monitors
Small Electronics

VCR * DVD * I PAD
Video Systems

Anything that plugs into a computer
Televisions 
Cable Boxes
Small Servers

ACCEPTABLE E-CYCLING ITEMS

TranSfer STaTion
The station, on Sunrise Highway adjacent to the Public Works building, is open to the public 

the first and third Saturdays of the month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
from April 6th until November 16th to receive large items of trash, including furniture and 

appliances.  Proof of residency is required. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
10 SUNRISE HIGHWAY
RVC License Required

E-CYCLING

EVERY FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
10:00 a.m. TO 2:00 p.m.

Residents may bring their electronics
Televisions must be dropped off 

at e-cycling
Assistance will be given for EXTRA LARGE items. Please call (516) 678-9216 to schedule a pickup

Participants in the Summer Playground Program enjoy a variety of games including Twister.

Register for all 

Recreation Department 

activities at 

rockvillecentre.recdesk.com


